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To:   All Interested Parties   
From:  John McLaughlin  
Re:    VA 7 C.D. Post-Primary Survey 
Date:   June 18, 2014 
 

 
Methodology: This survey of 400 voters who voted in the June 10, Republican Primary for Congress was conducted 
between June 13 and June 15. All interviews were conducted by professional interviewers via telephone and cell 
phone. Interview selection was at random within pre-determined election units that were structured to 
statistically correlate with actual voter distributions in the June 10 primary.  
 
25% of the interviews were conducted on cell phones. 75% on landlines. 36% of all voters said that they always or 
mostly use cell phones. 88% of the voters have a cell phone.  
 
The sample was purchased from Aristotle who randomly generated a sample of one voter per phone number, 
whether land line or cell phone. The records of past primary voting history by that respondent were pre-coded into 
the interview. However, in order to more accurately reflect the reality of the 65,000 voters who actually voted 
representing, a 40% increase since the 2012, this sample universe was created to include all voters who had voted 
in the November general elections of 2010 or 2012, or any of the three past Republican primaries or any of the 
three past Democratic primaries as well as any new registrant since the 2012 election. The voters were then 
screened to see whether they had voted for Eric Cantor or David Brat. Voters who said that they had not voted or 
refused to say were terminated and not included in the study.  
 
The accuracy of this survey of 400 June 10, 2014 primary voters is +/-4.9% at a 95% confidence interval.  
 
Analysis: Knowing that our May 28 Republican primary voter poll was reflective of past Republican primary 
turnouts that were significantly smaller, we decided to conduct this study at our own expense to see which voters 
actually accounted for the much larger turnout in this year's Republican primary. The sample that we used for the 
May 28 poll was selected from any voter who voted in any one of three Republican primaries - March, 2012 for 
President; June, 2012 for Congress and March, 2008 for President. The post primary sample included voters who 
had no history of voting in primaries as well.  
 
The Virginia Republican primary system was totally open to all voters. It is now clear that Eric Cantor’s national 
standing gave the race a lot of local interest among many more voters than just past Republican primary voters, 
including politically interested Independents and Democrats as well. Without a parallel Democrat primary, this 
election was very similar to a wide-open jungle-style primary. It created an organic turnout of new voters not 
included in our previous poll of past primary voters.  
 
Comparing the demographics of the May 28

th
 survey with this study shows the following differences: 

 
POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

REPUBLICAN 64% 54% 

NON-REPUBLICAN 34% 45% 

DEMOCRAT 3% 13% 

INDEPENDENT 31% 32% 

OTHER 1% -- 

DK/REFUSED 2% 1% 
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TEA PARTY: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

TEA PARTY 73% 61% 

MEMBER/PARTICIPATED 10% 7% 

AGREE WITH 63% 54% 

DO NOT AGREE WITH 20% 32% 

DK/REFUSED 7% 7% 

NET 53% 29% 

ABORTION: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

PRO-LIFE 62% 49% 

Strongly 52% 39% 

Somewhat 10% 10% 

PRO-CHOICE 34% 44% 

Somewhat 15% 16% 

Strongly 19% 27% 

DK/REFUSED 5% 8% 

NET 28% 5% 

 
RACE: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

HISPANIC/LATINO 1% 3% 

AFRICAN-AMER/ 1% 6% 

ASIAN-AMERICAN 1% 1% 

WHITE 90% 84% 

OTHER 1% 2% 

DK/REFUSED 6% 4% 

 

IDEOLOGY: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

LIBERAL 3% 9% 

VERY 1% 3% 

SOMEWHAT 2% 7% 

MODERATE 27% 28% 

CONSERVATIVE 66% 60% 

SOMEWHAT 22% 25% 

VERY 44% 35% 

DK/REFUSED 4% 4% 

 
RELIGION: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

PROTESTANT 68% 55% 

CATHOLIC 22% 19% 

JEWISH 2% 2% 

MORMON 1% 1% 

MUSLIM/ISLAMIC -- 1% 

ATHEIST/AGNSTC 4% 3% 

OTHER -- 11% 

DK/REFUSED 4% 8% 

 
BORN AGAIN CHRISTIAN: (ASKED ONLY TO PROTESTANTS) 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

YES 52% 48% 

NO 43% 48% 

DK/REFUSED 5% 5% 

 
  



 

_______________________________________________________________ 

919 Prince Street * Alexandria, Virginia 22314 * Phone:  703-518-4445 * FAX: 703-518-4447 

566 South Route 303 * Blauvelt, NY 10913 * Phone: 845-365-2000 * FAX: 845-365-2008 

www.mclaughlinonline.com 
 

 

AGE: 

 5/28/14  6/15/14 

18-29 5% 18-29 3% 

30-40 11% 30-40 4% 

41-55 22% 41-55 26% 

56-65 24% 56-65 23% 

66-75 20% 65+ 40% 

75+ 16% DK/REF 5% 

DK/REF 3%   

 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE USAGE: 

 5/28/14 6/15/14 

USE CELL MORE 26% 36% 

ALL CELL 11% 9% 

ALMOST ALL CELL 15% 27% 

SOME CELL/HOME 25% 26% 

ALL/ALMOST ALL HOME 45% 35% 

ALMOST ALL HOME -- 27% 

ALL HOME -- 9% 

NO HOME PHONE 1% -- 

DK/REFUSED 3% 3% 

 

 Although 76% of these primary voters disapproved of the job Barack Obama is doing as President, 22% 
approved. This is more than double what we usually find in a Republican Primary.  

 

 The most significant differences are that almost half the voters, 46%, are not Republicans including 13% 
Democrats, and 33% Independents or refused. 

 

 Only 64% said that they normally vote in Republican primaries. 11% claim that they normally vote in 
Democratic primaries. 11% admitted this was their first time voting in a primary and 14% didn't know or 
refused. 

 

 When citing the pre-coded actual voter history from the Aristotle sample, only 28% had voted in the 
March 2012 Republican primary for President. Only 42% had voted in the June 2012 Republican primary 
for Congress and only 28% had voted in the March 2008 Republican primary for President.  

 

 According to pre-coded voter records, only 55% had voted in at least one of the three past Republican 
primaries. Only 33% had voted in two of the Republican primaries. Only 14% had voted in all three 
Republican primaries.  

 

 By precodes, 45% had never voted in a Republican primary before. 29% had actually voted in a 
Democratic primary. 31% of the respondents had never voted in any primary before.  

 

 When asked about the November general election for Congress, the generic Republican gets 68%, but 
19% of these primary voters say that they will vote for the generic Democrat and 13% are undecided.  

 

 When the candidates for Congress were named Republican Dave Brat gets 68% of the vote. Democrat 
Jack Trammell gets 17% and 15% are undecided.  

 

 Only 65% claim that in a general election that they always or usually vote Republican. 14% split their 
tickets evenly and 17% always or usually vote for the Democrat.  
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 Although immigration has been cited as a deciding issue only 8% of the voters said that it was the issue 
that they were most concerned with and among all voters they approved of "comprehensive immigration 
reform" 50%-32%.  

 

 From the issues that we cited the top issues were economy/jobs 29%, Government spending/debt 17% 
and health care 13%.  

 
With these significant differences in voter makeup, there were decisive differences in how they voted.  
Eric Cantor won among voters who voted in at least one Republican primary 52%-48%, at least two Republican 
primaries 56%-44% and all three Republican primaries 62%-38%; among affiliated Republicans 55%-45%; voters 
who say they normally vote in Republican primaries 52%-48%; those who are now undecided in their choice for 
Congress 61%-39%, those who oppose Obamacare 52%-48%; those who regularly watch Fox News 55%-45%, those 
who don't use the internet or social media 53%-47%, those who always or usually vote Republican 53%-47%; 
Conservatives 51%-49%; voters over 65 years old 59%-41%, moderate Republicans 55%-45% and conservative 
Republicans 54%-46%.   
 
In contrast Dave Brat won among those who had voted in a Democratic primary 70%-30%; those who had never 
voted in a primary before 59%-41%; Independents 62%-38%; Democrats 86%-14%; those who say it was their first 
time voting in a primary 61%-39%; those who say they usually vote in Democratic primaries 84%-16%; those who 
are voting for Brat in November 55%-45%; those who are voting for Trammell in November 75%-25%; those who 
would vote for the generic Republican 51%-49%; those who would vote for the generic Democrat 78%-22%; those 
who approve the job Obama is doing 80%-20%; those who favor Obamacare 88%-12%; those who do not watch 
Fox News 74%-26%; those who regularly listen to conservative talk radio 60%-40%; those who use social media 
61%-39%; those who are members of the Tea Party 56%-44%; those who are not members, but agree with the Tea 
Party 52%-48% and those who do not agree with the Tea Party 65%-35%; ticket-splitters 63%-37%; those who 
always or usually vote Democratic in November 83%-17%; moderates 61%-39% and liberals 77%-23%; pro-choice 
voters 60%-40%; those who approve immigration reform 58%-42%; those who disapprove immigration reform 
56%-44%; Protestants 51%-49%; Catholics 69%-31%; whites 54%-46%; non-whites 65%-35%; voters under 65 66%-
34%; and men 60%-40%.  
 
Clearly Eric Cantor's support was limited to within the Republican party, which was split, but organically, first time 
Republican primary voting Independents and Democrats made the difference.  
 
Unofficial results say that David Brat won 36,120 to 28,902, or by 7,218 votes. Factoring the percent of votes that 
Brat received in each of the following groups, it appears each provided David Brat with his victory.  
 

 Three in ten voters, 29%, who had voted in a previous Democratic primary and gave Brat 70% of their 
votes and therefore accounted for 13,000 votes for Brat.  

 

 Among the 22% who approve of Obama's job as President and who gave Brat 80% of their votes, they 
provided him with almost 11,500 votes.  

 

 The three in ten voters, 31%, who had never voted in any primary before gave Brat 59% of their vote and 
gave Brat almost 12,000 votes.  

 

 The nearly one in five voters, 17%, who always or usually vote Democratic gave Brat 83% of their vote for 
9,100 votes.  

 

 The 13% of affiliated Democrats who voted for Brat 86% gave him 7,270 votes.  
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 Even the 17% of all primary voters who say that they would vote for Democrat Trammel in November 
over Brat gave him 75% of their primary votes, and provided almost 8,300 votes for Brat.  

 
Each of these Democratic groups, although they strongly overlap, ironically provided Dave Brat with the margin to 
win. The organic turnout of non-Republican voting Independents and Democrats clearly decided the race for Brat. 
Since they were not included in any past Republican primary voting samples, that is why our poll was wrong. In 
retrospect we needed to see this possibility and poll this race as if it were a special election and not just a typical 
Republican primary. The polling that we and others did from samples of past Republican primary voters was 
woefully inadequate in this case of an open primary for a national figure with no simultaneous primary on the 
other side. While the Republican primaries that we have polled for successfully this year so far have been served 
well by polling past Republican primary voters, this race needed to be polled from a general election voter sample 
that could account for our influx of new voters into the open primary.  


