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TO: Interested Parties 
FROM: John McLaughlin and Rob Schmidt 
RE: Georgia Statewide Survey – Executive Summary 
Date:   November 10th, 2015         
 

 
SURVEY SUMMARY: 

 
Our recent survey of Georgia voters on behalf of the Foundation for Excellence in 

Education (ExcelinEd) indicates that the landscape in Georgia is fertile for education 
reform. Voters are concerned about their local schools and most believe they do not have 
enough flexibility to spend their funding. Proposals such as reforms to the school funding 

formula and equalized funding for public charter schools have broad support across 
partisan, ideological and demographic lines. 

 
PART ONE – ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

 
 After hearing that Georgia spends more than $9,000 per student, 45% say we spend the right amount. One 

in three (33%) say not enough is spent and only 14% say too much.  
 

In Georgia, we actually spend more than $9,000 per year on each child attending public school. Knowing this, would you say we spend 

too much, about the right amount or not enough on local public school education? 

 

 Total 

Too Much 15% 

About Right 45% 

Not Enough 33% 

 
 By a 48% to 43% margin, voters say their local public school system spends their funding ineffectively rather 

than effectively. 
 

 Four in ten (40%) say local public schools do not have enough flexibility to spend their funding. Thirty-five 
percent (35%) say it’s about right and just 14% believe they have too much flexibility. 

 

And do you think your local public schools have too much flexibility, about the right amount or not enough flexibility to spend the 

funding on what they think is best for their students? 

 

 Total 

Too Much 14% 

About Right 35% 

Not Enough 40% 

 
 
 
 

Continued on Next Page: 
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 From a list of choices, reducing class sizes (34%) and increasing teacher pay (33%) were seen as the best 
ways to improve public education. 
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Increase Fund. Pre-K

Decrease Dropout Rate

Reduce Testing

End Teacher Tenure

Expand School Choice

Improving Technology

Students Safe in School

Increase Teacher Pay

Reducing Class Sizes

From the following list, which do you think would do the MOST to 
improve public education?

(Closed-Ended; First and Second Choice)

 
 

PART TWO – SCHOOL FUNDING FORMULA 

 
 When given arguments about the current school-based funding method and a new student-based approach, 

nearly half (49%) wants to change to the student-based approach. 
 

In Georgia today, the state government determines how much funding to allocate to each local public 
school system based on a complex formula including things like the seniority of teachers, the number of 

support staff and transportation costs.

SUPPORTERS say this current school-based method of funding public education works well for Georgia 
and that most school systems are receiving their fair share of existing state funds.

CRITICS say this formula is too rigid and complicated and that it does not focus on the unique needs of 
each child that goes to the school. They say a new student-based approach would give schools more 

flexibility to spend funds in ways to help each individual child succeed. 

37

17
20

49

29

21

14

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

KEEP SCHOOL 
BASED

Definitely 
Keep

Probably 
Keep

CHANGE TO 
STUDENT

Probably 
Change

Definitely 
Change

DK/Ref.

 



 

3 
 

 
 The majority (56%) would be “more likely” to favor changing the school funding formula after hearing that it 

has not been changed in three decades. 
 

Would you be more likely or less likely to FAVOR Georgia changing its approach to funding public school education if you knew that 

this school-based funding formula has not been changed in three decades? 

 

 Total 

More Likely 56% 

Less Likely 10% 

No Difference 25% 

DK/Ref. 8% 

    
 Two in three (67%) believe that we need to reform the way we fund our public schools so money is spent 

more efficiently. Only 25% say most of the school financing problems are due to underfunding. 
 

On the issue of school funding, with whom do you agree more? 
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SOME who blame most of our school 
financing problems on under-funding. 

They argue that until we increase school 
funding, reforming the way we fund our 

public schools will have little to no impact 
on improving public education.

OTHERS who say the problem is not that 
we don’t have enough funding. They 

argue we need to reform the way we fund 
our public schools so the money is spent 
more efficiently and effectively and then 
we can determine whether more money 

is truly needed.

 
 Six in ten (59%) believe we should provide additional funding for certain students, while 36% say we should 

spend the same amount on every student.  
 

Generally speaking, do you think…? (CHOICES ROTATED) 

We should spend the same amount on every student, regardless of the needs of that student 

OR 

We should provide additional funding for certain students, such as those who are disabled, those from poor families where English 

isn’t the first language, those who are intellectually gifted and those taking job-training courses. 

 Total 

Spend Same 36% 

Add’l Funding 59% 

DK/Ref. 5% 
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PART THREE – EDUCATION REFORM COMMISSION PROPOSALS 

 
 Flexibility, Efficiency, Transparency and Opportunity: Nine in ten (89%) favor improving transparency in 

how schools spend their money. Eight in ten voters also favor giving schools more flexibility to spend their 
money and ensuring that administrators have incentives to spend money efficiently. 
 

Favor/Oppose Total 
Improving transparency in how schools spend their money. 89%/6% 
Giving schools more flexibility to decide how to spend their money. 80%/16% 
Ensuring principals and administrators have incentives to spend 
money efficiently. 79%/15% 

Providing extra funding for schools with children living in poverty. 77%/18% 
 

 Public Charter Schools: Seventy-eight percent (78%) favor all public school children receiving the same level 
of funding. Another 76% favor public charter schools receiving the same benefits as other public schools. 
 

Favor/Oppose  Total 
Ensuring that all public school children receive the SAME level of 
funding, whether they attend a traditional public school or a public 
charter school in the same district.  

78%/17%  

Ensuring that public charter schools receive the same benefits as 
other public schools in the same district, such as exemption from 
paying local property taxes and funds to construct or improve their 
facilities.  

76%/16%  

 
 
PART FOUR – POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

 The majority of voters (56%) are most concerned with economic issues. Fifteen percent (15%) are education-
issue voters and 11% care most about honesty and integrity in government. 
 

Most Important Issue (Closed-Ended) 

 Total 

ECONOMIC 56% 

Improve Economy 18% 

Create Jobs 18% 

Wasteful Spending 13% 

Line/Taxes 7% 

EDUCATION 15% 

Improve K-12 10% 

College/Affordable 5% 

HONESTY/INTEGRITY 11% 

AFFORD. HEALTHCARE 8% 

SAFE/TERRORIST 4% 

ROADS/HIGHWAYS 5% 

DK/REFUSED 2% 
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 President Obama’s job rating is polarized, 49% approve to 50% disapprove. Thirty-six percent (36%) 
“strongly disapprove,” compared with 27% who “strongly approve.” 
 

 On the other hand, Governor Deal has a greater than two to one net positive job rating, 63% approve to 28% 
disapprove. 

 
Job Ratings Obama Deal 

Approve 49% 63% 

Disapprove 50% 28% 

DK/Refused 2% 9% 

 

 
 

KEY TAKEAWAYS: 
 

With a presidential election less than one year away, the political environment in Georgia is 
polarized and divided. However, when it comes to improving and reforming public education, there 

is broad agreement on a variety of proposals.  
 

Most voters want to switch to a new funding formula that is more student-oriented and support 
grows when they are informed that the formula has not been changed in three decades. 

 
Funding levels are important, but voters believe things like reforming the formula to better meet 

the needs of students, increasing transparency and flexibility for administrators and better 
targeting of resources for certain students are going to make more students succeed.  

 
 Ahead of the Education Reform Commission’s recommendations, these proposals provide an 

encouraging sign for public education reform in Georgia. 
 

    

 

 
Full Methodology and Demographic Summary on Next Page: 
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Methodology: McLaughlin & Associates conducted a survey of 500 likely general election voters in Georgia from October 
21

st
 to 26

th
, 2015.  Fifty-percent (50%) of the interviews were conducted via telephone by professional interviewers and 

50% were conducted online through a self-selecting representative panel of Georgia voters. Interview selection was 
random and interviews were stratified by county, race, age and gender to correlate with actual voter turnout from previous 
even-year general elections. This poll of 500 likely general election voters has an accuracy of +/- 4.5% at a 95% confidence 
interval. The error margin increases for cross-tabulations. Totals may not add up to exactly 100% due to rounding and 
refusals. 
 

 

Political Party Total

Republican 33%

Democrat 36%

Independent 28%

Ideology Total

Liberal 25%

Moderate 34%

Conservative 36%

Born Again Christian Total

Yes 45%

No 50%

Race Total

White 63%

Black 29%

Gender Total

Male 45%

Female 55%

Age Total

Mean Age 50.94

Area Total

Metro-Inner City 48%

North Georgia 25%

Non-Atlanta Urban 13%

South Georgia Rural 15%

Demographic Summary

23%

30%29%

18%

Education Level

High School
Some College
College Grad.
Post Grad.

25%

9%66%

Children Under 18 in School

Yes, In 
Public 
School

Yes, 
Non-
Public 
School
No

14%
5%

81%

Teacher Household

Yes, 
Current

Yes, 
Retired

No

 


